HISTORY OF
UPPER    ASSAM,   UPPER   BURMAH

AND

NORTH-EASTERN FRONTIER

CHAPTER I

IN spite of the interest Assam has furnished to
ethnologists in the past, due to the numerous and
curious peoples living in and round it, as well as from
the more recent military expeditions and the awak-
ening of China with her ambition to monopolise the
country lying to the nortK and east of its practically
unknown borders ; there is hardly any part of India
which is less known to tlie general public. It has
indeed probably only been heard of by the public as
a tea-producing district, and one which has, since
Lord Curzon's famous " Partition," become con-
nected with the sedition of Eastern Bengal which lies
immediately south of Assam proper. It is not
thought of as ever having possessed a stirring history
or an old civilisation ; though this latter is attested by
the numerous ancient forts, temples, and certain old
high roads such as the Kamali Alii running 350 miles